
• a free pattern from • • not for resale •

o n s t a g e  
t u t u  s k i r t

this very quick and easy-to-make tutu skirt is 
great for parties and special occasions, but it’s 
equally appropriate for everyday wear. the 
pull-on style with an elastic waistband is similar to 
our Lazy Days skirt but a little fancier, for the 
dancer in everyone. Make a matching skirt for 
your 18" doll, too!

s u g g e s t e d  fa b r i c s :  this skirt is designed for fabrics 
without a right and wrong side. suggested fabrics include light- 
to medium-weight solid-colored woven fabrics like quilting 
cotton, voile, lawn, shirting, poplin, broadcloth, linen, and silk. see 
instructions for the approximate yardage.

t u L L e :  see instructions for the approximate yardage. 

n o t i o n s :  Coordinating thread, 1 yard of 3/4" wide elastic. 
(For the doll skirt you’ll need 11" of 1/4" elastic.)

k e y

fabric
right side

fabric
wrong side

tulle

g L o s s a r y

Backstitch: sew in reverse for a few stitches at the beginning 
and end of a seam to anchor the seam and prevent stitches from 
coming unsewn.

Baste: use the longest stitch available on your sewing machine 
to stitch 1/2" from the edge, seam, or previous stitching. Basting 
is primarily used as a temporary way to keep multiple layers of 
fabric together.

Edgestitch: a straight stitch sewn from the right side of the fabric 
that’s between 1/16" and 1/8" from and parallel to a fabric’s edge, 
a seam, or another stitching line, which anchors, reinforces, or 
finishes that edge, seam, or stitching line. When edgestitching, 
use the edge of your presser foot as a stitching guide.

Finish the seam allowances:  run a zigzag stitch over the raw 
edge of the seam allowance, or straight-stitch 1/4" from the raw 
edge and trim the edge with pinking shears to prevent ravelling. 
You can also finish seam allowances with a serger but note that if 
you use a serger, be sure to lift the serger’s cutting blade out of 
the way before serging in order to prevent cutting off the seam 
allowances as you serge.

Lockstitch: use this easy, almost invisible way to secure the stitches 
at the beginning and end of a stitching line. With your fabric posi-
tioned under the needle at the beginning of the stitching line, set 
the stitch length to zero (or the shortest stitch length your machine 
offers) and take a couple of stitches in place. then reset the stitch 
length to its regular length and sew the stitching line. at the end of 
the stitching line, set the stitch length again to zero (or the shortest 
length possible) and take a couple of stitches in place.
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s e W i n g  i n s t r u C t i o n s

M e a s u r e  a n d  c u t  y o u r  fa b r i c

1. Determine the desired length of your finished skirt and cut your 
fabric as follows.

s o L i d  fa b r i c

•	 Length = finished length + 2" ( just in case) + 1  1/2" for waist-
band + 1  1/2" for hem

•	 Width (minimum measurement) = hips or waist measure-
ment x 2. Feel free to use the full width of the fabric from 
selvedge edge to selvedge edge.

t u L L e

•	 Length = finished length + 1  1/2" ( just in case) 
•	 Width (minimum measurement) = hips or waist measure-

ment x 2 or 3. again, feel free to use the full width of the 
tulle.

fabric length=
desired skirt length
+ 2" (just in case) 
+ 1  1/2" for waistband 
+ 1  1/2" for hem

fabric width = hips or waist measurement x 2 (or more)

tulle length = 
finished length 
+ 1  1/2" 
(just in case) 

tulle width = hip or waist measurement x 2 or 3 (or more)

d o L L  s k i r t  fa b r i c

1. to make the skirt for 18" dolls, cut your fabric as follows.

fabric length= 9"

fabric width = 28"

tulle length = 7"

tulle width = 36" 

P r e Pa r e  t h e  s o L i d  s k i r t

1. Pin the two side edges of the skirt fabric with “right” sides 
together (since there isn’t really a right and wrong side to your 
fabric, choose one side to be the right side) and make a mark 
2" from the top edge of the fabric near the side seam. (For the 
doll skirt, make this mark 1 1/4" from the top edge.) Begin sewing 
the fabric edges together at this marking, using a 1/2" seam and 
stitching all the way to the bottom edge, backstitching or lock-
stitching at both ends.

2"

 

2. Carefully clip into the seam allowances at the marking, clipping 
all the way to the end of the stitching but being careful not to cut 
into the stitching itself. then turn the skirt right side out and pin the 
remaining unstitched part of the side seam with wrong sides to-
gether. stitch the rest of the side seam, above the marking, back-
stitching or lockstitching at both ends of the seam. if your side 
seam isn’t perfect, don’t worry; the clipped portion will be covered 
by the waistband and it won’t show. (the reversed seam allowance 
above the marking will give the waistband a clean finish.)
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3. Press the seam allowances open and finish the seam allow-
ances below the marking using your preferred method. (note 
that if you’re using the full width of the fabric you don’t need to 
finish your seam allowances because the selvedges won’t ravel.) 
there’s no need to finish the seam allowances showing on the 
right side of the skirt since they’ll be covered by the waistband. 
stitch a row of basting stitches 1/2" from the top edge of the skirt. 
using the basting stitches as a folding guide, fold and press the 
seam allowances to the right side of the skirt.

 

4. using tailor’s chalk or a water-soluble fabric-marking pen, 
draw a line on the wrong side of the skirt 1" below the top folded 
edge. (For the doll skirt, mark this line 1/2" from the folded edge 
or use a basting stitch instead.) using this line as a folding guide, 
fold and press the fabric to the right side of the skirt.

5. unfold the 1" crease from step 4, above, and on the right side 
of the fabric, draw a line 1/2" below the 1" crease. You’ll use this 
line to match the top edge of the tulle in the next steps. (You 
won’t need this line for the doll skirt.)

 

P r e Pa r e  t h e  t u L L e  a n d  a s s e M b L e  t h e  s k i r t

1. Pin the two side edges of the tulle together and stitch them with 
a 1/2" seam, backstitching or lockstitching at both ends.

2. Press the seam allowances open with a warm iron. (take care 
that the iron isn’t too hot, since it can melt the tulle!) stitch one 
row of gathering (basting) stitches along the top of the tulle 3/8" 
from the raw edge and leaving thread tails several inches long on 
both sides of the basting stitches for pulling. then sew a second 
row of gathering stitches 1/4" below the first row (5/8" from the 
raw edge), again leaving long thread tails.

H i n t:  stop and start your basting stitches at the 
side seam and the center of the tulle so each set of 
basting stitches reaches only half-way around the 

tulle (rather than using one continuous row of stitch-
ing that goes all the way around the tulle); this will 

make it easier to manage gathering the tulle.
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5. refold the top edge of the skirt along the 1" crease and pin 
the folded edge of the solid skirt so it covers the basting stitches 
from step 4, above. this will create a casing for the elastic. 
Working on the right side (the outside) of the skirt, edgestitch the 
folded edge of the waistband, leaving about 2" unsewn to make 
an opening through which to feed the waistband elastic.

6. attach a safety pin or bodkin to one end of the elastic, 
and feed the elastic through the waistband casing. adjust 
the elastic to fit the wearer’s waist, and trim the elastic to 
the desired length. next overlap the two ends of the elas-
tic by about 3/4", and pin them together. then sew the 
pinned ends together by stitching a small rectangle on 
the overlapped edges, removing the pin as you sew and 
lockstitching at the beginning and end of the rectangle. 

n o t e :  elastic can vary a great deal in the amount 
of stretch it has, depending on its quality. if you’re 
unsure of the length to cut the elastic, start by cut-

ting it 1" smaller than the child’s waist measurement, 
and then shorten the elastic as necessary.

7. Finish edgestitching the waistband’s opening to close it, back-
stitching or lockstitching at both ends of your stitching. remove 
the visible row of gathering stitches from the tulle. 

3. Working from the right side of the fabric, find and mark the 
four quadrants on both the solid skirt and the tulle skirt. You 
can do this by folding each tube of fabric in half and then in half 
again, marking each of the points with a pin or chalk. these 
markings will help you keep the gathers even when the tulle is 
sewn to the solid skirt in the next steps.

4. With both skirts right side out, slip the tulle skirt over the solid 
skirt. Pin the side seams together, matching the top of the tulle to 
the marked line on the solid skirt. then pull up on the gathering 
stitches of the tulle until the width of the tulle matches the width 
of the solid skirt. using your quadrant markings as a guide, adjust 
the gathers of the tulle until they’re even across the solid skirt 
and continue pinning. Baste the tulle to the solid skirt, stitching 
between the two rows of gathering stitches on the tulle. (For the 
doll skirt, pin the top of the tulle to match the crease in the waist-
band. the waistband is so narrow that it’s easiest to use that line 
instead of the drawn line used for the full-size skirt.)
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o L i v e r  +  s 
D i s C u s s i o n  F o r u M s

For answers to sewing questions, visit our 
discussion forums at oliverands.com/forums.

o L i v e r a n d s . c o M

h e M  t h e  s k i r t

1. Check the hem length of the skirt and trim the fabric to the 
desired length if necessary, leaving 1  1/2" for the hem itself. to 
hem the skirt, sew a row of basting stitches 1/2" from the bottom 
edge of the solid fabric and, on the right side of the fabric, use 
tailor’s chalk or a water-soluble fabric-marking pen to mark a line 
1  1/2" from the fabric’s bottom edge. Fold and press the fabric 
once to the wrong side along the line of basting stitches, then 
fold and press the fabric again to the wrong side along the drawn 
line. edgestitch the innermost fold to finish the hem, and press 
the hem again to finish it.

 

2. trim the tulle to the same length or 1/2" longer than the fin-
ished skirt. Your tutu is complete—take a bow!


